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SummarySummary

Topic DescriptionTopic Description

BBaarrrriieerrss  ttoo  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt

Factors that can create challenges for families to interact with or become involved with their child’s school. Survey-takers responded to the 
question, “How big of a problem are the following issues for becoming involved with your child’s current school?”

FFaammiillyy  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt

The degree to which families become involved with and interact with their child's school.

SScchhooooll  CClliimmaattee

Perceptions of the overall social and learning climate of the school.

SScchhooooll  FFiitt

Families’ perceptions of how well a school matches their child's developmental needs.

SScchhooooll  SSaaffeettyy

Perceptions of student physical and psychological safety at school.

235 responses
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Barriers to EngagementBarriers to Engagement

Your averageYour average

7799%% favorable
235 responses

How did people respond?How did people respond?

Favorable: 76%76%

Q.1: Q.1: How big of a problem is the following issue forHow big of a problem is the following issue for
becoming involved with your child's current school:becoming involved with your child's current school:
Childcare needs?Childcare needs?

Not a problem at all 59% 135

Small problem 17% 39

Medium problem 12% 28

Large problem 8% 19

Very large problem 4% 9

Favorable: 92%92%

Q.2: Q.2: How big of a problem is the following issue forHow big of a problem is the following issue for
becoming involved with your child's current school:becoming involved with your child's current school:
Transportation-related challenges?Transportation-related challenges?

Not a problem at all 82% 189

Small problem 10% 23

Medium problem 4% 10

Large problem 3% 7

Very large problem 0% 1

Favorable: 95%95%

Q.3: Q.3: How big of a problem is the following issue forHow big of a problem is the following issue for
becoming involved with your child's current school:becoming involved with your child's current school:
Concerns about getting to the school safely?Concerns about getting to the school safely?

Not a problem at all 84% 192

Small problem 11% 26

Medium problem 4% 9

Large problem 0% 1

Very large problem 0% 1

Favorable: 29%29%

Q.4: Q.4: How big of a problem is the following issue forHow big of a problem is the following issue for
becoming involved with your child's current school:becoming involved with your child's current school:
How busy your schedule is?How busy your schedule is?

Not a problem at all 17% 40

Small problem 12% 28

Medium problem 30% 70

Large problem 23% 54

Very large problem 17% 39
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Favorable: 74%74%

Q.5: Q.5: How big of a problem is the following issue forHow big of a problem is the following issue for
becoming involved with your child's current school:becoming involved with your child's current school:
School staff seem too busy?School staff seem too busy?

Not a problem at all 47% 107

Small problem 27% 63

Medium problem 17% 40

Large problem 7% 16

Very large problem 2% 4

Favorable: 81%81%

Q.6: Q.6: How big of a problem is the following issue forHow big of a problem is the following issue for
becoming involved with your child's current school:becoming involved with your child's current school:
You feel unsure about how to communicate with theYou feel unsure about how to communicate with the
school?school?

Not a problem at all 63% 145

Small problem 18% 41

Medium problem 10% 24

Large problem 5% 11

Very large problem 4% 8

Favorable: 64%64%

Q.7: Q.7: How big of a problem is the following issue forHow big of a problem is the following issue for
becoming involved with your child's current school:becoming involved with your child's current school:
The school provides little information aboutThe school provides little information about
involvement opportunities?involvement opportunities?

Not a problem at all 37% 86

Small problem 26% 61

Medium problem 21% 48

Large problem 13% 29

Very large problem 3% 7
Favorable: 78%78%

Q.8: Q.8: How big of a problem is the following issue forHow big of a problem is the following issue for
becoming involved with your child's current school:becoming involved with your child's current school:
The school is not welcoming to parents?The school is not welcoming to parents?

Not a problem at all 60% 138

Small problem 18% 41

Medium problem 14% 33

Large problem 6% 13

Very large problem 2% 4

Favorable: 95%95%

Q.9: Q.9: How big of a problem is the following issue forHow big of a problem is the following issue for
becoming involved with your child's current school:becoming involved with your child's current school:
The school does not communicate well with peopleThe school does not communicate well with people
from your culture?from your culture?

Not a problem at all 88% 202

Small problem 7% 15

Medium problem 4% 8

Large problem 1% 2

Very large problem 1% 2

Favorable: 76%76%

Q.10: Q.10: How big of a problem is the following issue forHow big of a problem is the following issue for
becoming involved with your child's current school:becoming involved with your child's current school:
You do not feel a sense of belonging with your child'sYou do not feel a sense of belonging with your child's
school community?school community?

Not a problem at all 57% 130

Small problem 19% 44

Medium problem 18% 41

Large problem 4% 9

Very large problem 3% 6
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Favorable: 95%95%

Q.11: Q.11: How big of a problem is the following issue forHow big of a problem is the following issue for
becoming involved with your child's current school:becoming involved with your child's current school:
Negative memories of your own school experience?Negative memories of your own school experience?

Not a problem at all 80% 185

Small problem 15% 34

Medium problem 3% 7

Large problem 1% 2

Very large problem 1% 2

Favorable: 87%87%

Q.12: Q.12: How big of a problem is the following issue forHow big of a problem is the following issue for
becoming involved with your child's current school:becoming involved with your child's current school:
Your child does not want you to contact the school?Your child does not want you to contact the school?

Not a problem at all 70% 162

Small problem 16% 37

Medium problem 10% 22

Large problem 3% 6

Very large problem 1% 3

Favorable: 84%84%

Q.13: Q.13: How big of a problem is the following issue forHow big of a problem is the following issue for
becoming involved with your child's current school:becoming involved with your child's current school:
You worry that adults at the school will treat yourYou worry that adults at the school will treat your
child differently if you raise a concern?child differently if you raise a concern?

Not a problem at all 62% 143

Small problem 21% 49

Medium problem 10% 24

Large problem 4% 9

Very large problem 2% 4
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Family EngagementFamily Engagement

Your averageYour average

2277%% favorable
235 responses

How did people respond?How did people respond?

Favorable: 5%5%

Q.1: Q.1: How often do you meet in person with teachers atHow often do you meet in person with teachers at
your child's school?your child's school?

Weekly or more 3% 6

Monthly 3% 6

Every few months 12% 27

Once or twice per
year

47% 109

Almost never 36% 83
Favorable: 24%24%

Q.2: Q.2: How involved have you been with a parentHow involved have you been with a parent
group(s) at your child's school?group(s) at your child's school?

Extremely involved 13% 31

Quite involved 11% 25

Somewhat involved 16% 38

Slightly involved 26% 59

Not at all involved 34% 78

Favorable: 64%64%

Q.3: Q.3: In the past year, how often have you discussedIn the past year, how often have you discussed
your child's school with other parents from theyour child's school with other parents from the
school?school?

Weekly or more 37% 85

Monthly 27% 62

Every few months 18% 41

Once or twice 12% 28

Almost never 6% 14
Favorable: 15%15%

Q.4: Q.4: In the past year, how often have you helped outIn the past year, how often have you helped out
at your child's school?at your child's school?

Weekly or more 5% 12

Monthly 10% 22

Every few months 20% 47

Once or twice 22% 51

Almost never 43% 99

Favorable: 32%32%

Q.5: Q.5: In the past year, how often have you visited yourIn the past year, how often have you visited your
child's school?child's school?

Weekly or more 15% 34

Monthly 17% 39

Every few months 29% 66

Once or twice 23% 54

Almost never 16% 38

Favorable: 20%20%

Q.6: Q.6: How involved have you been in fundraisingHow involved have you been in fundraising
efforts at your child's school?efforts at your child's school?

Extremely involved 10% 22

Quite involved 11% 25

Somewhat involved 17% 39

Slightly involved 26% 59

Not at all involved 37% 86
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School ClimateSchool Climate

Your averageYour average

6644%% favorable
235 responses

How did people respond?How did people respond?

Favorable: 68%68%

Q.1: Q.1: To what extent do you think that children enjoyTo what extent do you think that children enjoy
going to your child's school?going to your child's school? 

Enjoy a tremendous
amount

18% 41

Enjoy quite a bit 51% 117

Enjoy somewhat 23% 52

Enjoy a little bit 7% 16

Do not enjoy at all 2% 5
Favorable: 47%47%

Q.2: Q.2: How motivating are the classroom lessons atHow motivating are the classroom lessons at
your child's school?your child's school?

Extremely motivating 11% 25

Quite motivating 36% 82

Somewhat motivating 37% 86

Slightly motivating 13% 31

Not at all motivating 3% 6

Favorable: 69%69%

Q.3: Q.3: How fair or unfair is the school's system ofHow fair or unfair is the school's system of
evaluating children?evaluating children?

Very fair 23% 53

Somewhat fair 37% 85

Slightly fair 9% 21

Neither fair nor unfair 26% 59

Slightly unfair 2% 5

Somewhat unfair 2% 5

Very unfair 1% 2
Favorable: 43%43%

Q.4: Q.4: How much does the school value the diversity ofHow much does the school value the diversity of
children's backgrounds?children's backgrounds?

A tremendous amount 11% 24

Quite a bit 32% 73

Some 39% 89

A little bit 16% 36

Not at all 2% 5
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Favorable: 68%68%

Q.5: Q.5: How well do administrators at your child’s schoolHow well do administrators at your child’s school
create a school environment that helps children learn?create a school environment that helps children learn?

Extremely well 24% 56

Quite well 43% 100

Somewhat well 23% 52

Slightly well 7% 15

Not well at all 3% 7

Favorable: 73%73%

Q.6: Q.6: Overall, how much respect do you think theOverall, how much respect do you think the
children at your child's school have for the staff?children at your child's school have for the staff?

A tremendous amount
of respect

23% 52

Quite a bit of respect 50% 116

Some respect 25% 57

A little bit of respect 1% 3

Almost no respect 1% 2

Favorable: 77%77%

Q.7: Q.7: Overall, how much respect do you think theOverall, how much respect do you think the
teachers at your child's school have for the children?teachers at your child's school have for the children?

A tremendous amount
of respect

26% 60

Quite a bit of respect 50% 116

Some respect 21% 48

A little bit of respect 2% 4

Almost no respect 1% 2
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SScchhooooll  FFiitt

633%% 

Hooww  ddiidd  ppeeooppllee  rreessppoonndd??

Favorable: 70%70%

Q.1: Q.1: How much of a sense of belonging does yourHow much of a sense of belonging does your
child feel at his/her school?child feel at his/her school?

Tremendous
belonging

24% 55

Quite a bit of
belonging

46% 106

Some belonging 21% 48

A little bit of belonging 7% 16

No belonging at all 2% 5 Favorable: 68%68%

Q.2: Q.2: How well do you feel your child’s school isHow well do you feel your child’s school is
preparing him/her for his/her next academic year?preparing him/her for his/her next academic year?

Extremely well 16% 37

Quite well 52% 119

Somewhat well 26% 59

Slightly well 5% 12

Not well at all 2% 4

Favorable: 45%45%

Q.3: Q.3: How well do the activities offered at your child’sHow well do the activities offered at your child’s
school match his/her interests?school match his/her interests?

Extremely well 7% 17

Quite well 38% 87

Somewhat well 35% 81

Slightly well 17% 38

Not well at all 3% 7

Favorable: 63%63%

Q.4: Q.4: At your child's school, how well does the overallAt your child's school, how well does the overall
approach to discipline work for your child?approach to discipline work for your child?

Extremely well 20% 45

Quite well 43% 99

Somewhat well 23% 52

Slightly well 8% 18

Not well at all 6% 14
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favorable
235 responses



Favorable: 57%57%

Q.5: Q.5: How comfortable is your child in asking for helpHow comfortable is your child in asking for help
from school adults?from school adults?

Extremely comfortable 20% 47

Quite comfortable 36% 84

Somewhat
comfortable

25% 57

Slightly comfortable 13% 30

Not comfortable at all 6% 13
Favorable: 78%78%

Q.6: Q.6: Given your child’s cultural background, how goodGiven your child’s cultural background, how good
a fit is his/her school?a fit is his/her school?

Extremely good 28% 64

Quite good 49% 112

Somewhat good 13% 29

Slightly good 8% 18

Not good at all 2% 4

Favorable: 60%60%

Q.7: Q.7: How well do the teaching styles of your child'sHow well do the teaching styles of your child's
teachers match your child's learning style?teachers match your child's learning style?

Extremely well 17% 40

Quite well 43% 98

Somewhat well 26% 60

Slightly well 12% 27

Not well at all 2% 4
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School SafetySchool Safety

Your averageYour average

7722%% favorable
235 responses

How did people respond?How did people respond?

Favorable: 59%59%

Q.1: Q.1: How often do you worry about violence at yourHow often do you worry about violence at your
child's school?child's school?

Almost never 31% 72

Once in a while 28% 65

Sometimes 28% 64

Frequently 11% 26

Almost always 2% 4

Favorable: 67%67%

Q.2: Q.2: If a student is bullied at your child's school, howIf a student is bullied at your child's school, how
difficult is it for him/her to get help from an adult?difficult is it for him/her to get help from an adult?

Not at all difficult 40% 87

Slightly difficult 27% 58

Somewhat difficult 23% 50

Quite difficult 8% 17

Extremely difficult 3% 6

Favorable: 67%67%

Q.3: Q.3: How likely is it that someone from your child'sHow likely is it that someone from your child's
school will bully him/her online?school will bully him/her online?

Not at all likely 28% 63

Slightly likely 39% 86

Somewhat likely 21% 46

Quite likely 9% 21

Extremely likely 3% 7

Favorable: 91%91%

Q.4: Q.4: Overall, how unsafe does your child feel atOverall, how unsafe does your child feel at
school?school?

Not at all unsafe 68% 156

Slightly unsafe 23% 53

Somewhat unsafe 6% 13

Quite unsafe 3% 6

Extremely unsafe 0% 1

Favorable: 76%76%

Q.5: Q.5: To what extent are drugs a problem at yourTo what extent are drugs a problem at your
child's school?child's school?

Not a problem at all 51% 111

A little bit of a
problem

25% 55

A moderate problem 18% 38

Quite a problem 4% 9

A tremendous
problem

2% 4
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