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THE BLUE PRINT 

H IGH SCHOOL HOSTS FIRST CLUB FAIR 

additional club fairs next 
year as well. 

 

Senior, Nicole Mitchell 
says, “the clubs at Haldane 
showcase the talents and 
diversity of the students.” 
In agreement with Mitch-
ell, all around, Haldane 
clubs create a community 
of well rounded students 
where students can openly 
speak their minds and each 
person at Haldane has a 
place to fit in. If you would 
like to be a part of this 
community of clubs, any 
club below would be hap-
py to have you join! 
 
THE BLUE PRINT NEWS-
PAPER 
Contact: Ms. Linda, Grace 
Campanile   
Meets: During class and 
10th, HS 113  
Goals: Five times a year 
check out The Blue Print ! 
Although this is an elective, 
students are welcome to sub-
mit articles, as the newspaper 
is always looking for addi-
tional content. This year we 
are also contributing to The 
Highlands Current!  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IN-
TEREST GROUP 
Contact: Ms.Valenti  or Evy 
Ashburn  
Meets: Mondays lunch, HS 
214 
Goals: A place for students 

Julie Geller  
 

On January 31st, the high 
school hosted its first ever 
Club Fair, where extracur-
ricular organizations high-
lighted their mission state-
ments and goals.  Students 
were encouraged to find 
clubs that piqued their cu-
riosity and reach out to 
fellow students with 
shared interests. 

 

A total of 14 clubs and stu-
dent interest groups com-
peted to attract like mind-
ed students to join their 
communities. Whether 
students are interested in 
history, animal rights, or 
community service, it 
seems like there is a club 
for everyone. 
 

Haldane Principal, Julia 
Sniffen, believes that the 
club fair is a great way for 
students, especially under-
classmen, to find some-
thing that interests them 
and help them prepare for 
the future. Whether stu-
dents are interested in try-
ing out something new, 
seeking leadership oppor-
tunities, or helping to 
build their resumé, extra-
curricular activities are 
valuable opportunities. 
Ms. Sniffen plans on having 

to discuss environmental 
problems and help other local 
and national environmental 
groups . 
 
HISTORY CLUB 
Contact: Ms. Cordaro, 
Catrióna Fee 
Meets: Fridays 10th, HS 115 
Goals: Learning what history 
is about outside of the class-
room, where they expand on 
the curriculum and do outside 
activities in the community 
based on history. 
 
IDENTITY CLUB 
Contact: Mr. Many, Ms. 
McCue, Aidan Cimino 
Meets: Mondays lunch, HS 
113 
Goals: Giving people a place 
to talk and a space to learn 
what makes each person 
unique. Focus on LGBTQ+ 
issues.  
 
LEO CLUB 
Contact: Ms. Pidala, Sophia 
Azznara  
Meets: TBD, HS 117 
Goals: Students help the 
community, through service 
work.  

 

 
MODEL UN 
Contact: Ms. McGrath, Mae 
McGrath  
Meets: TBD, HS 114 
Goals: Students model prac-
tices of the United Nations and 
brainstorm solutions to world 
problems. Students attend 
conferences  in NYC and CT.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PEER MENTORING  
Contact: Ms. Mosco 
Meets: Fridays lunch, HS 
Lobby-Middle School 
Goals: Help eighth grade stu-
dents to prepare for the transi-
tion to high school.  
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CLUB FAIR cont.  

YEARBOOK CLUB 
Contact: Ms. Isabella, Abi-
gail Duncan 
Meets: Tuesdays lunch, HS 
113 
Mission: Design pages and 
layout as well as taking pic-
tures for the Haldane School 
Yearbook released at the end 
of the year.  

 
 
 
ART INTEREST GROUP 
Contact: Anneke Chan 
Meets: Alternate Thursdays 
lunch, HS 116 
Mission: A place for students 
to show off their artwork in a 
like minded community in 
addition to having guest 
speaker and teaching courses 
tailored to the student’s inter-
ests. 

 
 

DEBATE INTEREST 
GROUP 
Contact: Sophia Kottman 
Meets: TBD 
Mission: Preparation for 
tournaments against other 
schools, that includes work-
shops with a professor who 
helps to perfect the art of 
debate.  
 
 

ROAR (REACHING OUT 
FOR ANIMAL RIGHTS) 
Contact: Ms.Linda, Evy 
Ashburn  
Meets: Alternate Tuesdays 
lunch, HS 113  
Mission: Helping the com-
munity be more aware of 
injustices having to do with 
animals, whether it be donat-
ing, or educating the commu-
nity of these injustices.  

 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL  
Contact: Ms. Granese, Ms. 
Peparo 
Meets: Third Wednesday of 
the month, HS 210 
Goals: Elected students rep-
resent their peers in school 
related events   
  
WOMEN EMPOWERED 
Contact: Ms. Linda, Mae 
McGrath, Freya Wood-
Gallagher  
Meets: Alternate Thursdays 
lunch, HS 113 
Goals: A place where open 
minded individuals discuss 
current events that will edu-
cate and inspire the students 
of Haldane. Primarily focused 
on gender issues.  
 
 

THE WRITERS’ BLOCK 

Chrishel Mauricette  
Grace Campanile  
Sophia Catalina 

Faith Disch 
Mollie Altucher  

Laura Cosma  
Julie Geller  

Bridget Goldberg 
Anna Rowe  

Natalie Sandick  
 

Faculty Advisor: Ms. Linda 
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Grace Campanile  
 
According to New York City 
Mayor Bill DeBlasio, over 
200,000 people gathered for 
the 2018 Women’s March - 
a powerful display of sister-
hood, alliance, and strength. 
People of all backgrounds 
gathered in 250 cities across 
the world on January 20th. 
While each person marched 
for their own personal rea-
son, everyone was unified 
under the main goal of 
achieving equality for wom-
en  of all race, age, sexuality, 
and status. For me, a junior 
in Haldane High School, the 
march was about uniting 
with women from all back-
grounds in an act of solidari-
ty, to show that our voices 
will be heard. Although 
many marchers were not 
women, the event was wom-
en-led and organized by 
women. The march was an 
inspiring display of the social 

and political power women 
are capable of. 
 
No two marchers were iden-
tical, and this created an at-
mosphere of brave, unique, 
and diverse individuals. My 
opinion on the march was 
that it was a fun, powerful 
expression of the great things 
women can do. I asked the 
young women who attended 
the march with me about 
what the march meant to 
them. Evy Ashburn, 16, told 
me what the march meant to 
her. “For me, the Women’s 
March means showing that 
women, and everyone op-
pressed or offended by the 
current administration, can 
come together and success-
fully exercise their democra-
cy to show their passion for 
change.” She added, “At the 
march I felt that I was partici-
pating in a community which 
is welcoming and loving, yet 
strong and focused, which is 

what made it so special and 
important to me.”  
 
Amongst the huge crowd in 
NYC, many Haldane stu-
dents vocalized their pas-
sion for change. Freya 
Wood-Gallagher, 
16,  attended the march as 
well. “I marched for all the 
injustices women and mi-
norities have had to face for 
generations, issues which 
have become so prominent 
and clear this past year,” she 
said. “I march because these 
issues could not have come 
to light in this way if Don-
ald Trump wasn’t presi-
dent. I march to use my 
voice, to use my privilege. I 
march for my sisters who 
can’t and I march for those 
who can. We all deserve 
the same things in life and if 
we really want to make 
America great again, we 
need to realize that. We 

need to realize the systematic 
oppressions that have been 
taught in our society that are so 
institutionalized we can't even 
see them.” 
 
My experience at the march 
was one of self expression, and 
the power to be able to unify 
under a common belief. Many 
people didn’t have the oppor-
tunity to march due to jobs, 
family needs or other obstacles. 
These were the people I 
marched for. The Women’s 
March gave many opportunities 
for people to register to vote if 
they hadn’t already, and en-
couraged people to exercise 
their right to vote. The whole 
experience gave me and my 
friends a rush of passion for 
what we were marching for. 
The energy in the crowd was 
electric, people from all back-
grounds celebrating the power 
of women. 

Why we march 
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Anna Rowe 
 

When the bell rings at 
10:33am, many students are 
faced with the decision of 
where to eat their lunch. 
Most high school students 
elect to either sit on the 
ground in the hallway, or 
find a classroom. 
 
Sophomores are the students 
most likely sitting on the 
floor. Noah Bingham com-
ments, “sitting on the floor is 
not necessarily a good situa-
tion for the large Sophomore 
class. Me and my friends find 
it annoying.” 
 
Multiple students have com-
plained about not being able 
to sit and eat at tables. Sen-
ior Heather Winnie says, 
“When I was a sophomore, it 
was very difficult to eat on 
the floor. I had multiple back 
problems.” Juniors and sen-
iors are allowed to leave 
campus for lunch, but that is 
not an option for underclass-
men. Nick Farrell, senior, 
adds, “It would be a big help 
for students, especially those 
who are sophomores and 
juniors, to have a table to sit 
at. When I was a junior, 
even though I could drive, I 
always liked coming back to 
the school and sitting with 
my friends. It’s just a bum-
mer that it was on the floor.” 
 

Although it may seem like 
there is no other option for 
students other than the floor, 
high school principal Ms. 
Sniffen says she, “knows stu-
dents are choosing to do that” 
and there are “more tables in 
the hallway.” 
 
She adds that, “I wish they 
were sitting in a classroom.” 
Some teachers do open up 
their rooms for lunch meet-
ings, but not all students par-
ticipate in clubs. Additional-
ly, students can often leave 
messes, making classrooms 
unsuitable for learning. As an 
alternative, there are a few 
tables in the upstairs hallway, 
which some students take 
advantage of. 
 
The cafeteria could be a solu-
tion for students who sit on 
the floor, and Ms. Sniffen 
even says that “There is 
room. All 9th and 10th grad-
ers can fit in the cafeteria.” It 
is possible for both grades to 
fit in the cafeteria and space 
can be made in the middle 
school as well. However, 
most sophomores don’t want 
to be confined in the cafeteria 
with the freshmen for the 
most social part of their day. 
 
If you walk down the hall-
ways during lunch, you will 
notice students of Haldane 
High School sitting on the 
floor, occupying classrooms, 
or crowded around the few 
tables in the hallway. Either 
way, it appears that they are 
electing to exercise their 
freedom of choice. 

Who Uses The cafeteria? 

Natalie Sandick 

The college application and 
admissions process is an 
important step for many 
high school students. Alt-
hough college preparation 
is often focused on senior 
and  junior students, there 
are steps that sophomores 
can take to ensure the next 
few years of high school go 
smoothly.  

Sophomore Julie Geller 
says, “College seems like an 
exciting journey, to find a 
college that is right for 
you, based upon what you 
feel you can succeed in.” 
But Geller, along with 
many others, don’t know 
where to begin that jour-
ney. There are many fac-
tors students need to take 
into account when they are 
getting ready to apply to 
schools. Focusing on a spe-
cific interest will help to 
guide students in the right 
direction later in life. This 
could be a strong factor in 
determining what schools 
are good for their interests.  

There are many factors to 
the admissions process, and 
what college admissions are 
looking for. As colleges 
and universities are choos-
ing applicants, besides how 
good your grades are, they 
are dealing with the goals 
of increasing revenue and 
sometimes with increase of 
diversity on campus. Di-
versity is mainly important 
to the more selective col-
leges, who ideally would 

like to have students from all 
over the states. According to 
The New York Times, a report 
by the National Association 
for College Admission Coun-
seling found that half of the 
colleges said that money was 
an important aspect. About 
13 percent of four-year col-
leges accept fewer than half 
of their applicants, making 
them more competitive for 
applicants.  

Colleges receive piles upon 
piles of essays, which means 
you will want yours to stand 
out, showing your drive, 
leadership, risk taking and 
make your format a different. 
The earlier students start 
planning their essays, the 
better.  

 These are just some of the 
points to consider when look-
ing for and applying to the 
college or university you are 
interested in. Junior Olivia 
Sterling, advises underclass-
men, “instead of taking every 
class, take classes you are 
interested in and can excel 
in.” Learning who you are 
and who you might want to 
be might be a good first step 
for sophomore students.  

The journey to college  
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Sophia Catalina  
 
Last month was filled with talk 
about the issue of net neutrali-
ty, but we do not hear much 
about this anymore. Net neu-
trality prohibits service pro-
viders from slowing down the 
internet speed or blocking any 
content for the users. It pro-
tects users’ access to free 
knowledge. Without this prin-
ciple, internet service provid-
ers would be able to choose 
which sites their users can 
have access to by blocking 
content that opposes their 
opinions. To prevent this, 
websites and companies would 
have to pay these providers big 

cash to receive preferential 
treatment, ultimately slowing 
down everyone’s service. In 
the halls of Haldane, various 
opinions about the issue were 
heard. Some had petitioned to 
keep net neutrality while 
some expressed that they 
simply did not care. 
 
What does this mean for the 
various types of communities? 
The internet is a vital source 
for people to express their 
thoughts and ideas. Minori-
ties’ voices that are often 
times not heard can be ex-
pressed freely on this open 
source. They are able to or-

Net neutrality  

ganize opportunities for 
themselves online, but all of 
this would be disrupted by 
repealing net neutrality.   
 
Public spaces would also be 
affected. The public libraries 
of New York, for example, 
have opposed the proposal of 
repealing net neutrality, as 
these spaces are meant to 
provide free access to infor-
mation. Many come to use 
the internet on the public 
computer systems, although 
there is an abundance of 
books and other resources. 
Those who cannot afford to 
pay for certain services on 

the internet due to the law pass-
ing to repeal net neutrality 
would be in the “slow lanes” of 
modern society. It would create 
a major gap between who can 
and cannot access information. 
 
For the cause of defying the 
repeal of net neutrality, big 
name companies and state attor-
neys came together to counter-
act the FCC inaction. Their be-
lief is that everyone should have 
access to unlimited knowledge 
in the age of technology. There 
should not be bias of who can 
and cannot have information or 
resources that would be helpful 
or necessary for them in the 
future. 

Student Tech Use 

Mollie Altucher 
 
Technology has globally be-
come an accepted part of a 
high school student’s life, 
including at Haldane. Not 
only are teenagers drawn to 
their phones by constant up-
dates on social media, but 
interactive technological pro-
jects and assignments are 
playing just as key a role in a 
student’s coursework as the 
handwritten ones once associ-
ated with a high school educa-
tion. The issue with this dom-
inance of technology may lie 
in the impact these devices 
are having on the brains and 
functionality of our students. 
 
Research now concludes that 
cell phone radiation is a 
“possible carcinogen,” and 
large amounts of technology 
use can lead to increased to 
stress levels and a decrease in 

melatonin which is an im-
portant hormone in regulating 
sleep. It is strongly recom-
mended by scientists to not 
use technology two hours pri-
or to going to sleep. This issue 
with this for high school stu-
dents is they are often working 
on schoolwork and studying at 
this point in their hectic lives. 
 
Student’s mental functionality 
is not the only thing harmed 
by consistent technology use. 
Screen time has been found to 
damage posture and create 
sore muscles among young 
users. While students are stud-
ying late at night or complet-
ing work on their school issued 
devices, they might be becom-
ing more susceptible to physi-
cal dangers. 
 
Haldane often supports stu-
dent learning through the in-
ternet and utilizing Chrome-

books or tablets for project 
based learning assignments. 
Although, data collected from 
Haldane students shows that 
most students spend a majori-
ty screen time on social me-
dia, with streaming entertain-
ment coming in a close sec-
ond. In this case schoolwork 
is at least not the culprit of 
teenager’s excessive technol-
ogy use. Still, sixty-two per-
cent of the students surveyed 
reported engaging in more 
than two hours of technology 
a day, meaning teenagers in 
general use technology quite 
frequently in our community. 
 
Despite their frequent use of 
technology, Haldane students 
seem to have a solid amount 
of knowledge of its physical 

dangers. When asked to 
rank on a scale from one to 
five how aware of the po-
tential damage to the brain 

technology can cause in fre-
quent use, most students an-
swered with four, meaning 
they were fairly aware. Those 
who are knowledgeable on this 
subject should be motivated to 
cut back on screen time, the 
problem is technology is be-
coming a part of multiple as-
pects of everyday for a teen 
with social media, frequent 
communication, streaming and 
at times schoolwork. 

 

More modern and technologi-
cal methods of education can 
have their benefits for teaching 
and engaging many teens, stu-
dents should pay attention to 
how much time they are spend-
ing on their devices, including 
for school related purposes. 
Sometimes it might be worth it 
to hit the books or go back to 
pen and paper. 
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Bridget Goldberg 
 
In a report published on Jan-
uary 10th, it was revealed 
that the Trump Administra-
tion had been removing 
mentions of and language 
around climate change from 
government websites. 
 
The report, written by the 
Environmental Data & Gov-
ernance Initiative (EDGI) 
said that words like “Climate 
Change” have been systemat-
ically removed by the gov-
ernment from the EPA web-
site and replaced with words 
like “sustainability” to create 
less of a reaction from the 
reader. These changes in 
wording would deter both 
arguments against fossil fuels 
and research efforts that are 
trying to get a better under-
standing of climate change 
and how we can prevent it. 
It is not only the words 
around climate change that 
have been removed, but also 
data that supports the idea. 
An author of the report 
claims that “data is still avail-

able online but it’s been 
made harder to find on the 
agency’s websites.” Links to 
raw climate data that once 
held a prominent position on 
the EPA websites are now 
harder to access which dis-
courages the viewing of such 
information. The EDGI 
claims that this practice will 
“serve to obfuscate the sub-
ject and inject doubt regard-
ing the scientific consensus 
that climate change is hap-
pening and that it is caused 
by human activity.” They 
then argue that more doubt 
in climate change will have a 
detrimental impact on the 
efforts to protect our envi-
ronment. 
 
Climate change affects all 
people no matter where they 
are located on the planet. 
Ignoring the trends in data 
that all point towards climate 
change or hiding that infor-
mation will not change the 
reality or the future. For 
these reasons, it is important 
to accept what is happening 
to the climate and bring at-

tention to climate change. 

What can students 
and schools do to 
help solve this 
problem? 
 
Schools especially should be 
informing their students of 
the reality of climate change. 
Elementary schools, high 
schools, and colleges all take 
on the responsibility of edu-
cating the next generation in 
the fields of science and the 
environment. By setting a 
good example in terms of 
consciousness of the changing 
environment, students will 
become more aware of how 
their actions impact the 
world around us. 
 
Some schools have already 
started initiating change in 
their communities and in 
their classrooms. Recently, a 
school in Montauk New York 
launched a project to reduce 
the use of plastic straws, one 
of the top ten items of all 
marine debris. They reached 
out to local restaurants and 

businesses encouraging them 
to make the transition to paper 
straws and received a generally 
positive response.  The school 
also made the switch to paper 
straws. 
 
Haldane, has started making an 
effort to reduce our negative 
impact on the environment. 
We recycle and use reusable 
water bottles as well as com-
post regularly and use solar 
panels. 
We also have recycling bins in 
most of our classrooms, but 
not all of them. We need to 
make sure that they are availa-
ble everywhere in the school 
and are in a clear location. In 
addition, the school could do 
away with plastic water bottles 
and encourage the use of water 
fountains and reusable water 
bottles. Another idea is to get 
rid of the Styrofoam trays that 
we have in the cafeteria. Hal-
dane could also use the Mon-
tauk school’s idea of making 
simple changes in their com-
munity to have a positive im-
pact on the environment. 

Simple solutions to a global problem 

HEARD IN THE HALL What’s your favorite sport in the Winter Olympics? 

Snowboarding 
Josh Reyes, Gr 9 

Figure Skating 
Daley Florke, Gr 11 

Figure Skating 
Victoria Wyka, Gr 11 

Ski Jump 
Mrs. Rubino, Teacher 
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Julie Geller  

Spring inspired Choco-
late Bird Nest Cupcakes!  
Today we will be making a 
melt in your mouth choco-
late cupcake with a spring 
inspired chocolate birds 
nest! They are a perfect 
treat for any occasion, espe-
cially for this time of the 
year 
 
Prep Time: 20 minutes 
Cook Time 15-20 minutes 
Decoration Time: Varies, 
from 5-20 minutes, but take 
as much time as you need to 
make it look beautiful.  
Ingredients  

 Store Bought Chocolate 
Chip  

 Store Bought Chocolate 
Cake Mix (You will 
need water, eggs, and 
oil, the measurements 
will be on the back of 
box) 

 Wheat cereal (Shredded 
Wheat, Toasted Wheat, 
Puffed Wheat) 

 Chocolate Chips  

 Cupcake Liners 

 Any decorations you 
would like to put in the 
nest (Peeps, Chocolate 
Robins Eggs, malted 
eggs, anything else you 
would like to add.  

 

 
Instructions 

1. Go to the store and buy 
chocolate chip frosting 
and chocolate cupcake 
mix and make sure you 
have cupcake liners. 

 
2. Make the cupcakes at 
your house and follow the 
instructions on the back of 
the box 

 
3. Put the frosting in a 
piping bag, if you do not 
have one of these, use a 
Ziploc bag and cut a hole 
at the bottom of it. (When 
putting the frosting in the 
bag, if you put the bag 
first in a cup and put 
down the sides, it makes it 
much easier to put the 
frosting into the bag.) 

 
4. Let the Cupcake’s cool 
and then frost. While you 
are waiting for the cup-
cakes to bake, read the 
rest of the Blue Print. 

 
5. Mash the shredded 
wheat in a bowl and melt 
the chocolate chips in 15 
second intervals. When 
the chocolate chips are 
melted, add them to the 
shredded wheat. Shape the 
shredded wheat and choc-
olate into the shape of a 
birds nest and add your 
decorations! 

 
6. Share with a friend or 
eat them all yourself! Both 
options are great! Most 
importantly, ENJOY! 

Laura Cosma 
 
The 60th Annual Grammy 
Awards ceremony was held 
on January 28th, 2018. 
broadcasted on CBS live from 
Madison Square Garden in 
New York City.  
 
Music stars from all genres 
came together to support 
their peers and celebrate the 
year’s best music. And of 
course, to showcase their 
cutting edge style. The fash-
ion statements made at the 
Grammys are often talked 
about for days to come.  
 
In 2018, the red carpet fash-
ion and conversation was 
dominated by the “Times Up” 
movement. Many celebrities 
were seen donning a white 
rose, a common symbol of 
innocence, purity, and truth, 
to support the many women, 
and men, who have come 
forward with their stories of 
sexual abuse and misconduct,  
in the music industry and 
others.  

Source: HawtCelebs  

Source: GQ  

Source: Hollywood Life  


