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HALDANE TRADES SCHOOLS 
in the big city with hundreds 
of students coming from all 
over to one school. But this 
safety protocol was the norm 
for all of the students at Al-
fred E. Smith. 
 
A group of students, (the 
school population is predomi-
nately male) brought the class 
around to different rooms. 
The first class they saw was 
the auto body shop. Alfred E. 
Smith has a huge auto me-
chanics program that allows 
students to become licensed 
by NATEF (National Auto-
motive Technicians Educa-
tion Foundation) and go 
straight into the workforce. 
Alfred E. Smith is the only 
high school in the Bronx that 
gives students this opportuni-
ty. They also provide paid 
internships with major com-
panies like BMW and Toyota. 
Faculty and community 
members can drop their cars 
off to the school and can be 
fixed by students. This gives 
them a real life working ex-
perience, working on real 
cars for real people. Huge 
equipment was everywhere, 
and some of the most ad-
vanced students worked on 
cars with ease and showed 
their classmates how its done. 
The students showed the 
Haldane class some of the 
work they were completing 
that day, and gave a presenta-
tion of a car being lifted into 
the air on a machine, as they 
worked under it fixing flaws. 

Grace Campanille  
 
On October 12th the Hal-
dane High School Sociology 
class visited Alfred E. Smith 
Career and Technical High 
School in the Bronx, for a 
better understanding of how 
city public schools differ 
from suburban public 
schools. The class left in the 
morning on a bus straight to 
the Bronx. It was a cold day 
and Alfred E. Smith students 
huddled in a line to a single 
small door to enter the 
school. The nine Haldane 
students stood in line as well, 
waiting to enter. The heavily 
monitored single entry was a 
shock to the Haldane stu-
dents. Once the students 
ahead entered the doors, they 
placed their cell phones in a 
plastic bag with their name 
on it, and placed the bag into 
a bucket. The Haldane sociol-
ogy class didn’t have to give 
up their phones. Then the 
biggest difference appeared. 
Students waiting in another 
line, this time to walk 
through a metal detector and 
to put their belongings and 
backpacks through an x-ray 
machine like you would at an 
airport. Uniformed security 
guards monitored each stu-
dent passing through the de-
tector, some students being 
searched with a metal detec-
tor wand. It was already a 
shock to the Haldane stu-
dents, the small town subur-
ban norms no longer existed 

 
Students at Alfred E. Smith 
choose between auto mechan-
ics or graphic design when 
they are freshmen. Then, 
their schedules revolve 
around the topic that they 
selected for the remainder  of 
high school. The first students 
who showed them the me-
chanics workshop had obvi-
ously all selected auto me-
chanics. The next thing the 
Haldane students were intro-
duced to was the excelling 
graphic design classes. Profes-
sional equipment was every-
where, including 3D printers, 
Mac labs, and the latest most 
advanced graphic design soft-
ware. Each year the graphic 
design students create a year-
book and they proudly 
showed the Haldane class 
some examples from previous 
years. Then they brought the 
sociology class to numerous 
design labs, full of computers 
and student projects and de-
signs. The school offers 
graphics students to take clas-
ses at art schools and offer 
scholarship opportunities to 
attend great design schools. 
The equipment in all these 
classrooms were breathtak-
ing. 
 
After visiting the mechanics 
and graphic design classes, a 
pizza lunch was enjoyed by a 
group of students from Alfred 
E. Smith and the Haldane 
class. Everyone was mingling, 
chatting and laughing. Con-
versations about differences in 

schools came up, as well as 
location differences and the 
classes that they were taking. 
Students shared funny stories 
with one another, plans for 
college, and the best spots to 
eat in their neighborhoods. 
Diversity was another topic 
that was discussed at length. 
Alfred E.Smith is comprised of 
mainly black and Hispanic stu-
dents, while Haldane is a 
mostly white co-ed school. 
Students celebrated their dif-
ferences instead of hiding 
them, and everyone had an 
amazing time. Plans were 
made for Alfred E. Smith to 
visit Haldane’s campus, which 
happened within the next few 
weeks. Many memories were 
made and the group of Hal-
dane students got to step out-
side the “bubble” of Cold 
Spring and enjoy a school very 
different from their own. 
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Possible Cell Tower 

Dr. Bowers was not alone 
in her disagreement in the 
constructing of a cell tower 
in Nelsonville. Citizens of 
Cold Spring and Nelson-
ville alike agree that the 
tower should be put in a 
less densely populated area 
where fewer people would 
be affected by the RF radia-
tion. Another main con-
cern is that the presence of 
a cell tower at either loca-
tion would lead to a decline 
in property value. The his-
toric value of the cemetery 
near Rockledge road was 
brought up as well. The 
152 year old cemetery 
holds Robert Parrott and 
Emily Warren Roebling as 
well as other local historic 
figures. 
 
More recently, on Novem-
ber 20th, the village decid-
ed against using the loca-
tion on 2 Secor street due 
to the concerns of the com-
munity regarding property 
value, damage to views, 
and lack of support from 
the community. The loca-
tion on Rockledge road is 
now being discussed fur-
ther as a potential site even 
though the public still has 
concerns. 

Mollie Altucher 
 
On November seventh citi-
zens of Philipstown and Put-
nam county voted in local 
elections. The statewide 
proposal for a constitutional 
convention in order to make 
changes to the state consti-
tution was defeated. Ac-
cording to the Hudson Val-
ley News Network 21,346 
people voted no to this pro-
posal in putnam county 
compared to the 3,007 peo-
ple who voted yes. Overall, 
83.25 percent of the state 
voted no, with only 16.75 
percent voting yes. The 
other statewide proposals 
were approved: One now 
makes it so that when a pub-
lic officer has been convict-
ed of a felony related to his 
duties, judges can reduce or 
revoke that officer’s state 
pension, and another one 
has established a policy that 
allows local governments to 
receive 250 acres of land in 
exchange for 250 new acres 
of land added to the state 
preserve. 
 
New supreme court justice 
Christi J. Acker was elected 
in the ninth district. Christi 
J. Acker is a member of the 
Democrat/Working fami-
lies party and ran against the 
Republican/Conservative 
candidate Linda Murray in a 
close race. The overall out-
come across the district re-
sulted in 237,551 votes or 
56.49 percent of the voters 
for Acker and 182,762 votes 
or 43.46 percent of the vot-
ers for Murray. This con-

trasts from results in Putnam 
county, where Linda Murray 
won the vote against Christi 
J. Acker 23,548 votes to 
22,018 according to the Hud-
son Valley News Network. 
 
Putnam County also elected a 
new sheriff, Democrat Rob-
ert L. Langley. The opposing 
candidate for the sheriff posi-
tion, Donald B. Smith, had 
been sheriff since 2002, and is 
a member of the Republican 
party. This race was remarka-
bly close, with Langley taking 
the win by just 300 votes, 
23,462 to 23,261. Robert L. 
Langley is not new to the 
Putnam County Sheriff’s De-
partment and has been a 
criminal investigator for 
eighteen years as well as 
worked with the department 
for twenty-one years in total. 
 
The Democratic Party in Put-
nam County, the ninth judi-
cial district and Philipstown, 
saw success in the November 
elections. Philipstown and 
Putnam County have now 
been established as important 
areas for the Democratic par-
ty to focus on if they hope to 
make it into the state legisla-
ture, due to the increase in 
Democratic votes. 

Local Election Results 

Bridget Goldberg  
 
The Nelsonville Village Board 
is in the process of making a 
decision that could result in 
the construction of a 200 foot 
tall cell tower nearby in Nel-
sonville. According to the en-
gineers of Homeland Towers, 
a tower in this our neighboring 
village would “fill the gap” in 
AT&T and Verizon cell service 
found in this area. When there 
is “substantial evidence” of a 
gap in cell service, a solution 
to the problem must be insti-
gated under law within 150 
days. 
 
Due to the many hills and 
mountains in the area, building 
a cell tower is the only way to 
solve this problem. There 
were originally two locations 
being scouted for the construc-
tion: 2 Seacor Street, a site less 
than 1,000 feet behind the 
Haldane Central School Dis-
trict, and 15 Rockledge Road, 
which is in proximity to the 
Manitou school. Both sites 
brought up safety concerns 
among parents and school offi-
cials. 
 
Superintendent Diana Bowers 
expressed her concern at the 
public workshop on November 
8th, 2017, stating that because 
cell tower technology is so 
new, there is no guarantee that 
it is 100% safe. With 900 stu-
dents in Haldane, some of 
whom are 4 years old, she did 
not see the sense in putting the 
cell tower so close to such a 
concentrated group of chil-
dren. 
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M IDTERM SCHEDULE 2018 

Julie Geller  
 
This year the Haldane High 
School will be having mid-
terms starting on the six-
teenth of January and ending 
on the twenty-fifth. Held on 
the sixteenth and the seven-
teenth there will be Spanish 
and Science midterms fol-
lowed the next two days 
with Social Studies and 
Mathematics. The following 
week starting with the twen-
ty-second through the twen-
ty-fourth, there will be High 
School regents exams and no 
high school classes. On the 
twenty-third and twenty 
fourth, there will be French 
and English midterms. Last-
ly, on Thursday the twenty 
fifth there will be a day for 
any missed midterms that 
need to be made up  

 

Sophia Catalina 
 
Audiences were astonished 
by Haldane Drama’s re-
cent production of The 
Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time. 
Based on the book of the 
same name, published by 
Mark Haddon, the play 
appealed to many senses, 
as it was full of movement, 
it was touching at the same 
time. Christopher Boone, 
a 15 year old boy with an 
autism spectrum disorder 
who calls himself “a mathe-
matician with some behav-

ioral difficulties,” sets off 
on a journey to find who 
murdered the neighbor’s 
dog. The story takes an 
unexpected turn when 
Christopher is left with 
another mystery: letters 
from his allegedly dead 
mother. Christopher notic-
es that they were written 
recently, and with the help 
of his curious nature em-
barks on a solo journey to 
London to find his mother. 
His journey is one of self 
discovery, as Christopher is 
faced with numerous trials 
and errors. 

From special lighting to 
soaring through the air, 
the production truly capti-
vated its viewers.  “I’ve 
never seen anything like it. 
I liked how technology 
played a major role and 
even though there weren’t 
that many props, there 
was a sense of unity 
throughout the play,” said 
Selena Ayala. Background 
scenes were carefully pro-
jected onto the set, shining 
a new light to the high 
school play production. In 
fact, the light set was the 
same model of that used in 

the Broadway Musical. 
 
The actors did an amazing 
job portraying their char-
acters. “The most difficult 
part was getting into the 
mindset of the character 
and giving a proper re-
sponse to the other charac-
ters within the play, ” said 
Justin Roffman, one of the 
students who played 
Christopher Boone, “many 
of the lines were ambigu-
ous and I had to decipher 
what type of tone to give 
them.” 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 

NO SCHOOL 

2 
BLUE B  

3 
WHITE C 

4 
BLUE D 

5 
WHITE S9 

8 
BLUE A 

9 
WHITE B 

10 
BLUE C 

11 
WHITE D 

12 
BLUE S9 

15 

NO SCHOOL 
MLK DAY 

16 

WHITE S9 
Spanish &  
Science  
Midterms 

17 

BLUE S9 
Spanish &  
Science  
Midterms 

18 

WHITE S9 
Social Studies 

& Math  
Midterms 

19 

BLUE S9 
Social Studies 

& Math  
Midterms 

22 

NO HS 
CLASSES 

 
Regents Ex-

ams: 
ELA 

Living Environ-
ment 

AP English 11 
Practice Exam 

23 

WHIET S9 
French & Eng-
lish Midterms 

 
Regents Ex-

ams: 
USH & Govern-

ment 
Geometry 
Algebra I 

24 

BLUE S9 
French & Eng-
lish Midterms 

 
Regents Ex-

ams: 
Global History & 

Geography 
Algebra II 

25 

WHITE S9 
Midterm 

Makeup Day 
 

Regents Ex-
ams: 

Earth Science 
Chemistry 

26 

BLUE S9 
 

PLAY REVIEW 
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Holiday Guide to Giving 
Chrishel Mauricette  

 
The holiday season has finally 
begun. In December we hit 
the stores and the web to de-
cide what to buy our family, 
friends, and loved ones, but 
it’s also a time to give back 
and think about the less fortu-
nate. If you want to give gifts 
this season and still spread the 
happiness of the holidays to 
all, here is a charitable guide 
to gift giving. 
 
Perfect gift for someone 
hosting a party, your 
teacher, or an animal lov-
ing friend . 
If you know someone who 
needs a little extra help get-
ting through their day, then 
give them the gift of some fair 
trade, organic coffee from 
Grounds & Hounds Coffee 
Co. And if the person also 
loves dogs, this is a perfect 
gift. This company was started 
because of a rescue dog and 
20% of all the company’s pro-
ceeds go to no-kill dog rescue 
organization. 

 
Grounds & Hounds Coffee 
Co. Three Blend Coffee Start-
er Kit, $27 
 

Perfect for your feminist 
friend, girlfriend, or 
mom 
Give the gift of jewelry that 
is made in NYC, by a brand 
that fights for equality. 
Each bracelet sold gives $5 to 
Planned Parenthood to sup-
port women’s health ser-
vices. 

 
Bird + Stone - Future is Fe-
male Brass Cuff 
 
Perfect for coffee lovers. 
These gorgeous bone china 
coffee mugs are a perfect 
Pinterest-ready gift, and if 
you buy them anytime from 
now until December 25th, 
you can ensure that 20% of 
the proceeds go to Rescue: 
Freedom International, a 
charity that helps women and 
children who are survivors of 
sexual slavery. All you have 
to do is enter the code GIV-
INGTUESDAY at checkout. 

 
APOLLO BOX MARBLE 
COFFEE MUGS, $22.98 

Perfect for bed lovers 
and nappers. 

 
 
 
$5 from each purchase of 
this super-cute PBTeen 
throw pillow cover will 
support Oceana, a nonprof-
it organization that helps 
protect the world’s oceans. 
Oceana Give Back Pillow 
Cover, $49.50 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM 

THE WRITERS’ BLOCK 

Chrishel Mauricette  
Grace Campanile  
Sophia Catalina 
Mollie Altucher  

Laura Cosma  
Julie Geller  

Bridget Goldberg 
Anna Rowe  

Natalie Sandick  
Faculty Advisor: Ms. Linda 

Laura Cosma 
 
Job interviews are an im-
portant part of modern life. 
They are used to decide who is 
the best candidate for a certain 
position. They are used to 
determine who is qualified and 
who isn’t. Although many of 
us will be forced to go through 
the process of a job interview, 
little is done to prepare and 
inform us of what is expected; 
and what can be done to en-
sure we get hired. 
 

While it is obvious that other 
factors also contribute to the 
hiring process, one's choice of 
clothes may play a psychologi-
cal role on the interviewer. 
This is to say that based on 
what someone has seen 
(movies, magazines, everyday 
life etc.) leads them to judge 
others based on their appear-
ance and character.  
 
While someone may seem 
fashionable and chic in the eyes 
of one person, they may seem 
overdressed in the eyes of an-
other. This is a fact of every-
day life. This, of course, also 
applies to a job interview. In 
order to play into these mind-
sets, for your benefit, I suggest 
looking at fashion magazines 
and taking a closer look at how 
successful people are por-
trayed in movies and TV 
shows.   

https://grounds-and-hounds.myshopify.com/collections/gift-ideas/products/three-blend-sample-pack
https://grounds-and-hounds.myshopify.com/collections/gift-ideas/products/three-blend-sample-pack
https://grounds-and-hounds.myshopify.com/collections/gift-ideas/products/three-blend-sample-pack
https://birdandstone.com/collections/womens-health/products/the-future-is-female-cuff-brass
https://birdandstone.com/collections/womens-health/products/the-future-is-female-cuff-brass
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/16-1773392
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/16-1773392
https://www.theapollobox.com/product/sku2323/marble-coffee-mugs
https://www.theapollobox.com/product/sku2323/marble-coffee-mugs
http://oceana.org/
https://www.pbteen.com/products/sea-creature-photoreal-pillow-covers/?pkey=e%7Cgifts%2Bthat%2Bgive%2Bback%7C566%7Cbest%7C0%7C1%7C24%7C%7C1&cm_src=PRODUCTSEARCH
https://www.pbteen.com/products/sea-creature-photoreal-pillow-covers/?pkey=e%7Cgifts%2Bthat%2Bgive%2Bback%7C566%7Cbest%7C0%7C1%7C24%7C%7C1&cm_src=PRODUCTSEARCH
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Julie Geller  

Chocolate-Pretzel Treat 

 
Today we will be making 
chocolate-pretzel treats! 
They are perfect for a quick 
and easy dessert for the holi-
days when watching movies, 
hanging out with friends or 
just a yummy treat! 
 

 5 minute prep time 

 2-4 minute cook time  
 
Ingredients  

 A bag of mini-square 
pretzels  

 A bag of M&Ms 

 A bag of Rolos 
 

 
Instructions 
1.Get a baking pan and line it 
with parchment paper and 
preheat the oven to 350 de-
grees 
 
2.Lie the pretzels flat on the 
baking sheet so that the pan is 
full with pretzels. 
 
3. Put a rolo on each pretzel 
but do not put an M&M 
 
4. Put the rolo and pretzels 
in the oven for two minutes 
and check to see if they are 
soft, but still hold their 
shape. 
5. Put an M&Min the hole of 
the rolo and press down just 
hard enough so that the 
M&M’s go into the rolo. 
 
6.Let them cool and enjoy! 

Keep Calm &  Color 

Holiday Sudoku  


