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HALDANE MUN GOES TO UCONN 

vention and Criminal Justice, 
Israel on The Counter-
Terrorism Committee, and 
on a special “alternate histo-
ry” joint crisis committee, 
Earl Henry Percy. 
 

At the end of the conference, 
awards were given out for 
each committee, for Most 
Improved Delegate and Best 
Delegate. This year, Haldane 
was fortunate enough to win 
two Best Delegate awards. 
Andrew Nachamkin, a jun-
ior, won for his representa-
tion of India on The United 
Nations High Commission for 
Refugees, and Catriona Fee 
for representing Israel on The 
Counter-Terrorism Commit-
tee. 
 

The issues students debated 
in committee were widely 
ranged, from Cyber Terror-
ism to The Kashmir Refugee 
Crisis, and nearly everything 
in between. In these commit-
tees, students (or delegates), 
debate these topics, work 
together to compromise and 
come up with a solution, 
which is enumerated in a 
“working paper”, which are 
then voted on by the entire 
committee to determine if it 
will pass to become a resolu-
tion, or not. 
 

These conferences are very 
engaging and provide an im-

Catriona Fee  
 
On the weekend of Novem-
ber 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, eight 
Haldane High School stu-
dents attended a Model Unit-
ed Nations Conference at 
The University of Connecti-
cut. The conference was 
chaperoned by sixth-grade 
History teacher, Mr. Sniffen, 
and attended by Sophia Kott-
man, Joseph Carmicino, 
Damian Vladimiroff, Athena 
Glorius, Andrew Nachamkin, 
Anneke Chan, Catriona Fee, 
and Randall Cheira. This trip 
was made possible by a gen-
erous grant from The Hal-
dane School Foundation. 
 

The conference was a multi-
day simulation of the various 
committees of The United 
Nations, by hundreds of high 
school students, from schools 
across the Northeast. In 
Model UN, individual stu-
dents will take on the role of 
a delegate from a specific 
country, and represent the 
views and interests of that 
nation, in a specific commit-
tee. 
 

Haldane students took on 
various country and commit-
tee assignments, including 
India, Haiti, and South Africa 
on The UN Commission for 
Refugees, France on The UN 
Environmental Programme, 
Pakistan and Russia on The 
Committee on Crime Pre-

mersive opportunity for stu-
dents to improve their re-
search, public speaking, lead-
ership, and collaborative 
skills, among oth-
ers.  Damian Vladimiroff, 
who represented Pakistan on 
The Committee for Crime 
Prevention and Criminal 
Justice, said: “I learned a lot 
about the diplomatic process 
and inner workings of The 
United Nations, and I was 
pushed to improve my work 
ethic and stamina in my com-
mittee”. The conference was 
very enjoyable for all of the 
delegates who attended, and 
they are all very excited for 
the next trip. 
 

All considered, The Univer-
sity of Connecticut’s Model 
UN conference was a great 
success, and The Haldane 
Model UN Club is very 
grateful to The Haldane 
School Foundation for being 
given the opportunity to go 
on this trip. The club is look-
ing forward to attending 
conferences in the Spring of 
2019. Model UN meets on 
Mondays during tenth period 
in Room 114, and new 
members are always wel-
come. 

Interested in  
contributing to the  

Yearbook?  
 

Come to room 113 
on Mondays during 

10th period to 
meet with  

Ms. Isabella!  



The drama department at 
Haldane High School is well 
known for the variety of suc-
cessful productions enjoyed 
by the community over the 
years. On December 7th and 
8th, the cast and crew per-
formed Shakespeare’s legend-
ary work,  Romeo and Juliet. 
Presenting a show of such 
caliber is no easy task and 
those involved spent months 
practicing lines, choreo-
graphing fights, and preparing 
sets in order to deliver an 
outstanding experience for 
the Haldane community. 
 

The Romeo & Juliet cast and 
crew of over 30 students was 
directed by Martha Mechala-
kos, and aided by parents and 

community members. 
Months of hard work paid off 
as the cast delivered their 
performance to an eager au-
dience - tickets sold-out for 
opening night. Though 
lengthy and delivered in the 
original English of Shake-
speare’s time, the actors de-
livered great performances 
throughout the entire play. 
 

The show follows the infa-
mous story of star-crossed 
lovers Romeo (Justin Roff-
man) and Juliet (Sasha Levy), 
as they play out their doomed 
romance amid an ancient 
family feud that divides Vero-
na and threatens to keep 
them apart. The leads of the 
show played their roles in 
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ROMEO & JULIET  

way that honored Shake-
speare and conveyed the 
emotion of such a timeless 
classic. Aside from the trage-
dy and romance, the nurse 
(Freya Wood-Gallagher) and 
Mercutio (Quinn Petkus), 
provided comic relief and 
entertainment and the actors 
often stole the scenes that 
they were in. Along with 
important characters like 
Friar Lawrence (Noah Bing-
ham), Benvolio (Roisin 
Daly), Tybalt (Will Spe-
ziale), and a multitude of 
other characters (played by 
the rest of the talented cast), 
the tragic events of Romeo 
and Juliet’s love story play 
out in an unforgettable stage 
experience. 
 

This show marked the end of 
an era for several seniors 
here at Haldane, including 
Randy Chiera, Roisin Daly, 
Eric Holmbo, Maja Maxwell, 
Reid Sandlund, Adam 
Silhavy, Will Speziale, Freya 
Wood-Gallagher and Justin 
Roffman, who all gave stand-
out performances in their 
final play. The role of the 
lighting, sound, and stage 
crew is often overlooked and 
underappreciated but the job 
they performed made the 
show possible and allowed 
for a creative and entertain-
ing evening for the audience. 
For those who wish to see 
more of Haldane drama, the 
community has the annual 
musical to look forward to in 
the spring. 

Review by Riley Johanson 
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Haldane Girls Soccer Goes to States  

Sophia Scanga  
 
This year’s 2018 Girls 
Varsity Soccer team par-
ticipated in the State 
Tournament in Cortland, 
NY on Friday, November 
9th. The students and fac-
ulty of Haldane cheered 
for their team as they sent 
them off with a high ener-
gy ceremony before the 
girls got on the road. The 
inside of the bus was dec-
orated with streamers, 
posters, and photos of the 
girls playing soccer. After 
a five hour bus ride they 
arrived in Cortland. 

The team attended a ban-
quet and celebrated with 
the other teams compet-
ing in the tournament 
that weekend. Teams 
from each section of the 
state were present. A 
sketch was performed 
and a small speech was 
given by Haldane captain, 
Julia Rotando. After, the 
girls traveled back to the 
hotel, Clarion Inn, where 
they spent the evening in 
preparation for the Semi- 
final game the next day. 
The next morning the 
team went to a glow in 

the dark mini golf course. 
Next, Haldane went to the 
Ithaca waterfalls and the 
morning ended with a 
team lunch at Applebee’s. 

 

The girls headed to 
Cortland High School to 
play their opponent. 
Stillwater was undefeated 
with a record of 20-0-1 
going into the game. Hal-
dane knew this wasn’t 
going to be easy but they 
went in wanting to win. 
Temperatures were below 
freezing and the snow was 
getting heavier as the 
game went on. Stillwater 

came out strong and Hal-
dane never backed down. 
The final result was 
Stillwater coming out on 
top with a 4-0 win. “I am 
very proud of my team-
mates. It was a great sea-
son, I will never forget it. 
This was a great way to 
end my senior year,” said 
Katlyn Pidala. Kate 
Dwyer received best 
sportsmanship award. 
Overall, it was a great 
season for the Haldane 
Girls Soccer team and 
will be a lasting memory. 
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Haldane Reads  

Arden Conybear 
 
I recently polled 111 Hal-
dane high school students 
to gauge their reading in-
terests. The wide range of 
responses did not reveal 
one single book as the 
most-read of 2018, but a 
majority of students en-
joyed reading fiction 
books this year. Here are 
some class favorites!  

Book cover photos courtesy of amazon.com 

THE BLUE PRINT REMEMBERS STAN LEE 
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2018 In Review: Ten Moments You Might’ve Forgotten  

Riley Bissinger  
 
 
 

Without a doubt, 2018 
has been a year to remem-
ber. From the Olympic 
Games to Donald Trump 
as president, celebrity 
drama to the midterm 
elections, this year has 
given us stories of hope as 
well as stories of loss. It 
has given us moments of 
elation and moments of 
devastation. Here are just 
ten of the most notable 
events of 2018.  

 

The 2018 Winter 
Olympics 

Held in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea, the 2018 
Winter Olympics took 
place between February 
9th and 25th. A record 
102 medals were awarded 
in 15 disciplines to rising-
star athletes such as Adam 
Rippon and Chloe Kim. 

 

The Parkland Shoot-
ing 

On February 14th, teen 
gunman Nikolas Cruz 
open-fired with a semi-
automatic rifle at his for-
mer high school in Park-
land, Florida. He was 
charged with 17 counts of 

premeditated murder, 
and the shooting itself 
brought the issue of gun 
control to the forefront of 
American politics. 

 

Avengers: Infinity 
War 

Marvel released its much 
anticipated blockbuster 
Avengers: Infinity War on 
April 27th. The film 
broke countless box office 
records, including; big-
gest domestic opening 
weekend of all-time, big-
gest global opening week-
end of all-time, biggest 
global superhero movie 
opening, fastest film to $1 
billion worldwide, top 5 
highest grossing domestic 
release of all time, etc. 

 

The Royal Wedding 

Prince Harry, grandson of 
the Queen, married 
American biracial actress 
Meghan Markle on May 
19th. Attendees of the 
ceremony included Oprah 
Winfrey, Elton John, 
Serena Williams, the 
Clooneys and the 
Beckhams. 

 

The Thai Boys Soccer 
Team 

In early July, 12 young 
soccer players and their 
coach were trapped in an 
underwater cave for sev-
eral days after monsoon 
rains flooded their exit. 
More than 3,000 rescuers 
from around the world 
mobilized to find them. 
Rescue operations to pull 
the boys out of the cave 
began July 7th, and after 
three days, on July 10th, 
divers managed to safely 
extract all of the boys and 
their coach from the cave. 
 
Immigrant Child Sepa-
ration 

Under the Trump Admin-
istration’s new immigra-
tion policies, hundreds of 
immigrant children have 
been separated from their 
parents at the US-Mexican 
border. By late August, 
497 children were in gov-
ernment custody and hun-
dreds more remained sep-
arated from their parents. 
 

Hurricane Florence 

Hurricane Florence rav-
aged through and devastat-
ed the Carolinas between 
August 31st and Septem-
ber 19th. At least 37 peo-
ple died in storm-related 
incidents, and in mid-
September 343,000 peo-

ple were without power in 
North Carolina. 
 

Kavanaugh’s Confirma-
tion 

Despite Dr. Christine 
Blasey Ford’s testimony 
that Supreme Court candi-
date Brett Kavanaugh sex-
ually assaulted her, he was 
confirmed as a judge on 
October 6th. President 
Trump has since derided 
the sizable protests against 
Kavanaugh. 
 

Ariana & Pete’s Whirl-
wind Romance 

Pop star Ariana Grande and 
SNL comedian Pete Da-
vidson were involved in a 
relationship that lasted only 
six months. Despite an en-
gagement announced in 
June, the pair split in mid 
October. 

 

The Midterm Elections 

In what some are calling a 
blue wave, Democrats re-
gained control of the 
House of Representatives 
in the 2018 Midterms. This 
means they now have the 
power to investigate Don-
ald Trump; however, Re-
publicans still maintain 
control of the US Senate. 
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The news issued would 
redefine the concept of 
sexual and gender iden-
tity that is protected 
under Title IX and peo-
ple fear that rolling back 
protections would be 
dehumanizing people 
and ignoring their hu-
man rights. But after 
releasing their possible 
endeavors, the Trump 
Administration declined 
Trump’s proposal and 
stated that it was up to 
schools to determine if 
they want to be in sup-
port of Title IX’s enti-
tlement to protect 
transgender students or 
not. 
 

“Transgender students 
are at high risk for dis-
crimination,” says Presi-
dent of Haldane High 

School’s Identity Club 
Reid Sandlund, who 
spoke out about the top-
ic. “Many people in our 
world see them as 
‘wrong’ and ‘too young 
to understand them-
selves,’ so without pro-
tections of Title IX they 
are extremely vulnerable 
to aggressions, not only 
from their peers but also 
from their school admin-
istrators. While more 
needs to be done to in-
form those who are igno-
rant of these issues, main-
taining existing protec-
tions is a necessary first 
step along that path.” 

 

Recently, efforts have 
been made to erase gen-
der non-discrimination 
protections in the work-
place. On November 1st 

the Business Statement for 
Transgender Equality was 
started up for companies 
to join to support gender 
non-discrimination at 
work. The Human Rights 
Campaign reported that 
178 companies signed the 
statements to be home to a 
peaceful office. 
 

As of now, nothing has 
been changed in schools 
concerning Title IX. But 
this doesn’t mean that 
transgender rights are se-
cure. There is still more 
that must be done for the 
future of protecting 
transgender students and 
employees to make our 
world a safer place for all 

individuals. 

POTENTIAL T ITLE IX ROLLBACKS 

Elizabeth Nelson 

In late October, The New 
York Times leaked a memo 
from the Department of 
Health and Human Services 
hinting that the Trump Ad-
ministration will pull their 
protection of transgender 
rights under Title IX, the 
federal law stating that no 
one should be discriminat-
ed against for their gender 
in any school program. Ti-
tle IX was passed as part of 
the Education Amendments 
in 1972, and on April 29, 
2014, under Barack 
Obama’s presidency, 
transgender rights have 
been protected under Title 
IX. But after the recent 
message was issued by the 
Trump Administration, 
transgender Americans fear 
their identity will be 
erased. 

Natalie Sandick  
 
The 2018 midterms was a 
groundbreaking year for 
women in politics. Accord-
ing to Time.com, a total 256 
women won House and Sen-
ate primaries, breaking the 
previous record. 
 

More than twenty women 
were on the senate ballot and 
more then ten times that 
stood for the House of Rep-

resentatives. Women of color 
made this year’s races some of 
the most diverse, including 
Rashida Tlaib and Ilhan Omar 
who are the first Muslim 
women in Congress, and 
Sharice Davids and Deb Haa-
land who are the first Native 
American women in Con-
gress. 
 

Starting next year, the 
amount of women will in-
crease greatly in the House of 

Representatives. According 
to Vox.com, there are 234 
women running for the 
house, dominated with 182 
democrats and 52 republi-
cans, democrats have also 
broken their nomination 
records. Pennsylvania has 
never had four women serv-
ing in Congress, and a 
woman has not  represented 
Pennsylvania since 2014. 
 

This was the first time Tex-
as sent two Latino women 

to congress, and about 29 
percent of all candidates 
running for the Senate are 
women and about 24 per-
cent of House candidates 
are women. Many of the 
women who ran for office, 
stressed the issues of 
healthcare and education, 
strong policies on  national 
security, immigration, job 
creation and taxation. This 
year is the start of more 
diversity and seeing more 
women in politics. 

A RECORD NUMBER OF WOMEN RUN & W IN  
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OP-ED: The ‘Snake Oil Salesman’ Paradox of American Politics 

Damian A. Vladimiroff  
 
American politics, in the 
present time, has proven to 
be controversial and com-
plex, a trait that many 
Americans tend to dislike. 
And as we emerge from, or 
slowly collapse back into 
the 2008 Recession, inter-
esting figures like President 
Donald Trump have ap-
peared on the front page. 
And individuals who have 
never had any relevant po-
litical experience, and tell 
falsities and misstate facts 
on a regular basis join Presi-
dent Trump in his notoriety 
- individuals that could be 
called snake-oil salesmen. 
 

When still a senator from 
Illinois, Barack Obama said 
to the National Conference 
of Black Mayors in 2007 
“We don’t need faith heal-
ers and snake oil salesmen. 
We need some doctors to 
take the bullet out”. This 
analogy of snake oil sales-
men has been the centre of 
American politics for dec-
ades as we tend to look to 
‘outsiders’ to satisfy our 
wants for America. We 
view politicians as corrupt, 
evil, and conflicted and 
constantly seek ‘outsiders’ 
to cause uproar and ‘Make 
America Great Again’ - as is 
the case of Donald Trump. 
However, do these figures 
live up to their promises? 
Or are we electing officials 

 

who are worsening the 
problems facing America? 
Are we voting for “doctors” 
or “snake-oil salesmen?” All 
in all, it is apparent that 
many Americans tend to 
often seek the unqualified 
and irrational solutions from 
equally unqualified and irra-
tional experts. 

 

Regardless of your opinions, 
the trends and mentalities 
formulated by the Trump 
administration defy the 
norms of the past. Ameri-
cans face false claims from 
the White House on a daily 
basis (32 per day, according 
to the Washington Post). The 
Trumpian methods and poli-
cies on immigration, for 
example, mimic that of 
Manzanar and the Japanese 
insurrection; a dark past that 
many Americans would ra-
ther forget. Often it may 
seem that we have not been 
this divided since the Civil 
War. The foreign policy of 
the Trump administration is 
controversial as he seems to 
prefer dictators, like Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, to 
our democratic allies in 
France, England, and Cana-
da.  Among all this, America 
faces an increasing deficit 
and a straining economy and 
yet the Twitter feed of the 
President begs to differ. 
 

Despite claims of ‘success’ 
the GOP lost the House, 
several gubernatorial seats, 

and multiple state legisla-
tive houses to the Demo-
crats; a clear tragedy for 
the Republican Party and 
Trump as this allows Dem-
ocrats in Congress to con-
duct House investigations 
into the President’s finan-
cial affairs, determine 
budgets, and effect con-
gressional legislation. And 
yet again, Mr. Trump 
managed to squeeze claims 
of ‘victories’ and national 
advancement into main-
stream news and his Twit-
ter account. He famously 
said “we’re going to win so 
much you’re going to get 
tired of winning,” in itself, 
a deluded statement. His 
keen likeness to a snake-oil 
salesman should horrify 
Americans as our next 
presidential elections rap-
idly approach. 
 

Since his election, Trump 
has spewed constant 
tweets and statements re-
garding many topics and 
promises. Among them, 
Mr. Trump recommended 
an infamous border wall. A 
proposal that has been 
deeply criticized as ineffec-
tive and benign in prevent-
ing drugs and illegal immi-
gration. The President and 
his party had promised a 
new healthcare plan that 
will cover all Americans. 
However, not only did this 
plan fail to pass through 
Congress, it also failed to 

sufficiently cover pre-existing 
conditions. The Republicans 
and Trump promised immigra-
tion reform, but the President’s 
policies on the subject have 
been scrutinized and deemed as 
suppressive and inhumane, es-
pecially by the International 
Community. Mr. Trump also 
promised a fair and balanced 
system of opportunities for 
lower-income citizens like 
farmers, coal miners, and steel-
workers. But across the nation, 
his tariffs have shown to be 
damaging for farmers. 
 

A fifth-generation coal miner, 
and Virginian said in an Op-Ed 
for The New York Times 
“[Trump’s promises for coal 
miners] are false promises that 
are only going to line the pock-
ets of coal executives...” And 
for steelworkers, they too face 
problems with their executives. 
Erich Collins, a steelworker 
and member of the United 
Steelworkers (USW) Local 
1157, when asked in an inter-
view with Vice News what he 
would want Mr. Trump to do 
in response to steel corpora-
tions depriving workers of 
promised benefits stated, “I’d 
like [the President] to sit down 
with the CEO and tell him to 
stop being an [expletive] and 
that this isn’t what I gave the 
tax breaks for, so guys like only 
him can benefit and reap from 
what we sow”.  

Continued on p.10 
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Alden Doboz  
 

The 2018 MLB season 
marked another year of fun 
for baseball fans. The sea-
son was full of memorable 
and historical moments, 
such as the Yankees break-
ing the single-season home 
run record previously held 
by the 1995 Seattle Mari-
ners, the impressive, tal-
ented rookie class, some 
new faces in the postsea-
son, and most notably, the 
Red Sox coming out on 
top, defeating the Los An-
geles Dodgers in 5 games 
in this year’s  Fall Classic. 

 

Boston Red Sox All-Star 
outfielder and Silver Slug-
ger, Mookie Betts was one 
of many All-Stars from the 
team during the regular 
season. Betts, 26, was 
awarded the regular season 
MVP award. “[Winning the 
World Series], It’s amaz-
ing, it’s a dream come 
true, we told ourselves 
from the first day of Spring 
Training we could do this, 
we believed in ourselves, 
and went out and execut-
ed”, in an interview with 
Ken Rosenthal from FOX 
sports immediately after 
game five. Betts slugged a 
league-best .346 batting 
average, as well as sporting 
a 1.078 OPS, which were 
the deciding factors over 
fellow teammate, J.D. 
Martinez, who was the 

runner-up for AL MVP. 
The duo and the entire 
team proved to be too 
much for their oppo-
nents during the season 
and this continued into 
the postseason, against 
the Yankees, Astros, and 
Dodgers, respectively. 

 

However, the World 
Series MVP was award-
ed to a not so well-
known figure, Steve 
Pearce, who propelled 
Boston to their fourth 
world championship in 
the last fourteen seasons 
(‘04, ‘07, ‘13, ‘18). 
Pearce is a journeyman 
in the MLB and has ap-
peared for the Pirates, 
Orioles, Astros, Yan-
kees, Rays, Blue Jays, 
and Red Sox. He hit 

three home runs in the 
World Series as well as 8 
RBI’s. Also in an inter-
view with Ken Rosenthal 
from FOX Sports, Pearce 
responded, “It was a great 
night all around, a great 
team win, I loved this 
team’s fight, and that’s 
what I’ll take away from 
tonight,” when asked 
what he’ll remember 
from his historic perfor-
mance. 

Game 1 was played in 
Boston at Fenway Park 
and saw the Red Sox win 
8-4. In Game 2, the Red 
Sox were victorious, 4-2. 
The series then shifted to 
Los Angeles, and the 
Dodgers seemed to like 
home field advantage, as 
they won, 3-2. The Red 
Sox bounced back in a 

Red Sox Cap Off Historic Season With World Series Victory 

back and forth game 4, 9-
6, in a come from behind 
fashion. Game five saw the 
Red Sox feast off Dodgers 
ace, Clayton Kershaw, 
becoming the champs in a 
5-1 beatdown. Red Sox 
rookie manager, Alex 
Cora was beyond excel-
lent in his first year, to 
add another piece to a his-
toric season. He had this 
to say after the series: “It’s 
an amazing feeling, but it 
wasn’t easy...the players 
and coaching staff bought 
into it early on, and obvi-
ously we’re a very deep, 
talented ballclub”, in an 
interview with Alex Ro-
driguez from FOX Sports. 
Now, the question is, can 
the Red Sox repeat and 
defend their crown in 
2019, or will a new, hun-
gry contender call them-
selves world champions? 

USA Today, October, 18, 2018 
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A TRIP TO THE MOVIES WITH LIAM & RILEY 

Review by: Liam Marrinan 
 

Marvel's Avengers: Infinity 
War will surely go down as 
one of the best superhero 
movies of all time. It is a 
fantastic climax to the 
Avengers series and Part 
Two is now right around the 
corner. With more than 76 
cast members in the film, it 
is an incredible feat, that 
directors Anthony and Josh 
Russo were able to keep the 
movie clear and understand-
able. 
 

The scenes in the movie are 
shot on an impressively large 
scale with dozens of charac-
ters fighting all at the same 

time. Standout performances 
include Robert Downey Jr. 
as Ironman, Chris Hems-
worth as Thor, Chris Evans 
as Captain America, and Josh 
Brolin as Thanos. 
 

The film follows the battle 
between Thanos and the 
Avengers over the infinity 
stones - six magical stones 

Review by: Riley Johanson 

 

The newest blockbuster film 
from Disney came in the 
form of Solo: A Star Wars Sto-
ry, the epic adventure of eve-
ryone’s favorite smuggler, 
Han Solo. Directed by Ron 
Howard and starring Alden 
Ehrenreich, Woody Harrel-
son, Emilia Clarke, and Don-
ald Glover, this film explores 
the origin story and the time 
Han spent prior to the events 
of Star Wars: A New Hope, 

giving this beloved character 
the backstory fans craved. 
 

The film chronicles Solo’s 
escape from his home planet 
and his enlistment in the 
imperial military, including 
how he got his famous last 
name and met his faithful 
sidekick Chewbacca. 
Throughout his journey, we 
meet a collection of old and 
classic, as well as new and 
interesting characters, that 
help drive the story. 
 

Solo: A Star Wars Story has the 
feel of a western-style ad-

venture film, while 
maintaining the feel of 
the Star Wars Universe 
that fans know and love. 
Ultimately, this film is 
not a staple of the Star 
Wars franchise in a way 
that A New Hope or 
Empire Strikes Back is, 
yet it is certainly an en-
tertaining experience for 
both dedicated fans of 
the Star Wars franchise 
and casual moviegoers 
alike. 
 

Final Rating 7.8/10 

with untold power. Thanos 
tries to obtain these stones 
with the goal of killing half 
of the universe and it is up 
to the Avengers to stop 
him. The plot of the movie 
is complex and there are 
about a dozen previous 
Avengers universe movies 
you should see beforehand 
to get a deep understanding 

of the complexity of each of 
the 70 characters. 
 

Overall Avengers: Infinity War 
is one of my top films of the 
year; it has great elements of 
comedy, while staying dra-
matic as the hero’s battle the 
seemingly undefeatable 
Thanos. 

Final Rating 9.0/10 



PAGE 10 THE BLUE PRINT 

Kat Buslovich  
 
Would you like to give back 
this holiday season? Would 
you like to help the less fortu-
nate for Christmas? The 
stores that you may shop at in 
your day to day life could 
impact someone else’s. There 
are many stores where if you 
buy something, that company 
will give back to a charity in 
need. Here are the top five 
products according to wom-
ansday.com which you can 
gift and help the less fortu-
nate at the same time, it will 
truly make somebody's holi-
day season an unforgettable 
one. 
 

-LUSH Charity Pot: Every 
penny of this sweet moistur-
izer is donated to organiza-
tions focused on environmen-
tal conservation, animal wel-
fare, and human rights. You 
can find these LUSH charity 
pots at any mall near you or 
online or on their website.   
 

-TOMS: With every shoe 
purchased, TOMS donates a 
pair to a child in need, this 
company has given away over 
60 million shoes. You can buy 
TOMS at your local shoe 
store or on their website. 
 

-S’well Water Bottle: Known 
for keeping drinks cold up to 
24 hours, this company helps 
provide clean water to com-
munities around the world 
that need it most. These bot-
tles can be bought anywhere 
from Target to Walmart or 
online where you can find 
many designs and colors. 

 

-Love Your Melon Pom 
Beanie: This company do-
nates 50% of its profits to 
support pediatric cancer 
research and families affect-
ed by cancer. You can order 
these beanies on their web-
site in any color. 
 

-Santorini Silk Cotton Scarf: 
This company donates 55% 
of its profits to programs 
that send young ladies into 
school, they’ve enrolled 
100,000 out-of-school girls. 
You can find these hand-
made scarfs on their web-
site. 
 

CHARITABLE GUIDE TO GIVING  

In early September of 
2018, the United Steel-
workers announced that it 
was prepared to go on 
strike in response to the 
steel industry’s demands 
for deep concessions from 
its workers. 
 
As we slowly move away 
from the midterms and 
near a new battle in Con-
gress, and the 2020 elec-
tions approaching, it is im-
portant for voters, local 
and national, to carefully 
select their future repre-
sentatives. And it is true 
that Americans are facing 
deeply troubled times that 
are very different from any 
prior era. However, Amer-
icans need to differentiate 
Snake-Oil Salesmen from 
doctors, and it is crucial 
that people within the 
Hudson Highlands and be-
yond appeal towards facts, 
not wistful ramblings. 

 

Snake oil cont. 

HAPPY GIFTING! 
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COOKING WITH KATELYN 

Katelyn Pidala  

Peanut Butter Blossom 
Cookies  

From HERSHEY’S Lover’s 
Cookbook  

Ingredients: 
1 bag (9 oz.) HERSHEY’S KISS-
ES Milk Chocolate 

½ cup shortening 

¾ cup REESE’S Creamy or 
Crunchy Peanut Butter 

⅓ cup granulated sugar 

1 egg 

2 tablespoons milk 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 ½ cups all-purpose flour 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

½ teaspoon salt 
Granulated sugar (to sprinkle on 
top)  
 
Directions:  
 

1. Heat oven to 375°F. 
Remove wrappers from 
chocolate pieces. In large 

mixing bowl, beat short-
ening and peanut butter 
until well blended. 

2. Add ⅓ cup granulated 
sugar and brown sugar; 
beat until light and 
fluffy. Add egg, milk and 
vanilla; beat well. 

3. Stir together flour, bak-
ing soda and salt; gradu-
ally add to peanut butter 
mixture. Shape dough 
into 1-inch balls. Roll in 
granulated sugar; place 
on ungreased cookie 
sheet. 

4. Bake 10 to 12 minutes or 
until lightly browned. 
Immediately place choc-
olate piece on top of 
each cookie, pressing 
down so cookie cracks 
around edges. Remove 
from cookie sheet to 
wire rack. Cool com-
pletely. 

“Thank you so much for this 
cookie! Can I have the reci-
pe?” - Elizabeth Nelson 

“They were good.” 

- Stefan Linson 
“WOW! These cookies are so good I 
forgot I was allergic to peanuts.”  

  -Riley Bissinger 
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