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HURRICANE RELIEF 

the landfall as the result of 
the intense winds). After the 
horrible devastation that 
Hurricane Irma brought to 
Barbuda, damaging 95% of 
the island’s buildings and 
killing one person, it contin-
ued to make its way up to the 
Leeward Islands, before leav-
ing its mark on the Virgin 
Islands and annihilating Puer-
to Rico. It then brought its 
destruction to Florida, leav-
ing around 1,000 homes se-
verely damaged in the Florida 
Keys. It has also whipped 
through southwest Florida, 
downing power lines and 
generating flooding even out-
side of the targeted areas. At 
least 70 lives were lost in the 
Caribbean and the southeast-
ern United States. Hurricane 
Irma is recorded to be the 
most powerful hurricane in 
the open Atlantic, and dis-
carded most of its targeted 

Anna Rowe 

Over the past few weeks, 
people in the United States 
and its territories have suf-
fered from record-breaking 
hurricanes Irma and Maria. 
Hurricane Irma carved its 
way through the Caribbean 
and Florida, while Hurricane 
Maria created mass destruc-
tion to Puerto Rico, and peo-
ple are still struggling in its 
aftermath. Recovery from 
these storms is projected to 
take years and millions of 
dollars.  
 
Hurricane Irma first un-
leashed its power on a tiny 
island in the Caribbean called 
Barbuda and gradually made 
its way to a category five, 
which means it has sustained 
wind speeds greater than 157 
mph and is likely to create a 
storm surge (a wall of sea-
water that piles up and slams 

areas underwater. It has left 
its victims without homes, 
food, and necessities, un-
leashing worry and fear; fam-
ilies are left wondering if 
they will ever be able to find 
a home again. 
 

Four days later, on the 16th 
of September, Hurricane 
Maria hit Dominicana, killing 
15 people. It then struck the 
Dominican Republic, the US 
Virgin Islands, and Turks and 
Caicos. Hurricane Maria was 
a category five, with sus-
tained winds of 175 mph, 
bringing heavy rain as it 
moved through the island of 
Dominica and other islands 
in the Caribbean area. The 
hurricane teared millions of 
people from their homes, 
eliminated 95% of electrici-
ty, and communications in 
and out of Puerto Rico. It 
was confirmed, at the time of 

this article, that at least thirty
-four have died from hurri-
cane Maria, and many families 
are unknown to where their 
loved ones are, causing mass 
panic. Homes have been 
washed away from the mass 
flooding and powerful winds. 
Hurricane Maria has no-doubt 
ruined millions of lives and is 
an ongoing battle for those 
who were affected by it. 

WAYS TO DONATE 

HURRICANE  ORGANIZATION CATEGORY 

Irma/Maria American Red Cross General Relief 

Irma/Maria ASPCA Animal Rescue 

Irma  World Vision General Relief 

Irma Global Giving Recovery Support 

Maria Hispanic Federation General Relief for Puerto 
Rico and Mexico 



Chrishel Mauricette  

When it was time to choose 
someone to interview the new 
high school principal, I thought 
I would offer a unique perspec-
tive, being new myself. But 
Julia Sniffen is not new to Hal-
dane; in fact, Mrs. Sniffen has 
been working at Haldane for 
21 years. Making the decision 
to become the new high school 
principal was fitting because 
Mrs. Sniffen loves to challenge 
herself,  try new things, and 
help others, especially stu-
dents. Before she goes to bed 
at night she asks herself:  

Did I do every-
thing I could to 
help today? The an-

swer must always be yes. 
 
A typical day for Mrs. Sniffen 
starts early, so she can greet 
students as they walk into the 
school. She then spends a lot of 
time in meetings, which comes 
with the new job. As principal, 
Mrs. Sniffen is currently meet-
ing with the teachers asking 
them questions about what’s 
working, what needs improve-
ment, and what they love 
about their jobs. She is work-
ing hard to be a leader that 
both teachers and students can 
look up to and she is setting 
everyone up for a very success-
ful year. With Haldane being 
such a small school, she be-
lieves that there are amazing 
opportunities for everyone to 

“come together 
and care for one 
another.” 

 
When she is not in her office 
or roaming the halls of the 
high school, Mrs. Sniffen is 
watching students participate 
in one of the many arts pro-
grams, play sports, or playing  
sports herself. She played 
two sports in college and still 
plays soccer on Wednesday 
nights. She makes sure to 
spend time with her family, 

“I love watching 
my kids play 
sports,” she said, and 

goes camping and hiking with 
her family. In my opinion, 
Mrs. Sniffen is a really athlet-
ic person and I’m happy to 
have a positive role model in 
her; she doesn't let how old 
she is, or what job she has, 
determine what she can do 
and what makes her happy. 
She would make a good moti-
vational personal trainer 
(something she has thought 
about doing in the future). 
 
When I asked Mrs. Sniffen 
what profession she would 
work in if she wasn’t a princi-
pal, it’s no surprise that she 
said she would want to work 
in the mental health profes-

sion, “lobbying for 
those in need.” It is 
clear that she is a caring prin-
cipal and I enjoyed meeting 
with her and the conversation 
we had. 
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PASSIONATE PRINCIPAL  

Mollie Altucher  
 
A difficult question for many 
high school students is, what 
comes next? Most students 
automatically drift towards 
the now common path of 
diving straight into college or 
university life, without hav-
ing a clear idea of what they 
want to do in life or what 
they want to study. In reali-
ty, there is in an increasing 
opportunity for students to 
take a gap year in between 
high school and college, and 
jumpstart their lives. 
 
Taking a gap year after high 
school is now supported by 
numerous studies. By taking 
a glance at the American Gap 
Association website, one can 
view many different benefits 
or statistics about gap years 
for graduating high schoolers. 
Relevant data collected 
shows that ninety percent of 
students who take gap years 
return to schooling within a 
year, and eighty-eight per-
cent feel their gap year 
boosts their employability 
according to surveys and 
information collected from 
the Wall Street Journal and 
additional sources. A number 
of schools are on board as 
well. For example, the well 
respected Vassar College 
allows students to defer their 
acceptances for up to an en-
tire year. Other schools fa-
vorable to deferrals include 
Barnard College, New York 
University, and Skidmore. 
 

Students can take part in a 
variety of different volun-
teering or internship pro-
grams that can guide their 
year of transition. The deci-
sion of how to make use of 
the gap year can be hard to 
make, but all the information 
students need is right at their 
fingertips. By searching 
through a variety of websites 
such as idealist.org or ameri-
cangap.org, one can look 
through different internships, 
volunteer programs, or other 
programs available. Pro-
grams covered on the Ameri-
can Gap Association page 
such as Carpe Diem Educa-
tion and Thinking Beyond 
Borders, offer students op-
portunities to further their 
education and immerse 
themselves in cultures 
abroad. Additionally, ideal-
ist.org mentions both job 
openings and organizations 
within your own area. Hud-
son Valley specific programs 
or job openings at local busi-
nesses are shown all across 
the home page. 
 
Students should be aware of 
all the possibilities available 
to them before making deci-
sions that impact the rest of 
their lives. If anyone has hesi-
tations about immediately 
diving into their degree, they 
should feel free to look into 
programs that might be a 
better fit for their own indi-
vidual needs. 

F ILLING THE GAP 
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Bonjour Montreal 

Bridget Goldberg  
 

Montreal is a modern, cul-
turally dynamic city with the 
second largest population of 
any city in Canada. This 
year, it has also been the 
home of the Haldane Inter-
national club and French and 
Spanish students from Octo-
ber 4th to October 7th. We 
visited many different parts 
of the city and experienced a 
variety of activities to get a 
taste of authentic Montreal. 
We started off in the oldest 
part of Montreal to learn 
about its history. 

 

Day 1 

In Old Montreal, we first 
took a tour of the area 
around city hall which still 
makes use of the original 
buildings in Montreal. We 
learned about the discovery 
of Montreal by Jacques Car-
tier and the two main found-
ers of Montreal, as well as a 
brief history of how Montre-
al has developed since then. 
We then toured the Notre-
Dame Basilica, a brilliant 
architectural feat, and ended 
the day with a scavenger 
hunt that featured Mon-
treal’s key monuments and 
buildings. We ate at Chez 
Brisket, where we had a 
smoked meat dinner. 

 

Day 2 

On day two, we started off 
exploring the Biodome, a 

recreation of five unique 
ecosystems located in the 
former Olympic stadi-
um. We saw a wide 
range of animals from 
penguins to monkeys. 
We then traveled to Cafe 
Graffiti where we de-
signed hats. After a lunch 
of empanadas, we visited 
the Au Sommet Place 
Ville Marie where we 
viewed Montreal from 
42 stories in the air. We 
finished the day at the 
underground city, an 
enormous underground 
mall. 

 

Day 3 

We started day three 
with a virtual tour of the 
birthplace of Montreal 
back in Old Montreal. 
We were then free to 
wander the ancient 
streets and eat lunch on 
our own. After lunch we 
visited the Science center 
of Montreal where we 
participated in projects 
and experiments involv-
ing the human body, the 
future, and engineering. 
We then visited a less 
urban area to experience 
“sugaring off” with a 
lumberjack dinner with 
folk songs and dancing. 
 

Day 4 

We concluded our trip 
with a drive up Mount 

Royal to a viewing area 
where we could see the 
entire city stretched out 
below us. After that, we 
made our lunch of poutine 
and meat pies in a cooking 
class. Before long, it was 
time to go back home. 
 

As a whole, I think it was a 
positive experience for us 
American students to ex-
perience the culture of 
Montreal. There are so 
many different kinds of 
people in Montreal that 
form a complex culture 
very different from our 
own. The trip was a great 

opportunity for us to prac-
tice speaking French and 
even some Spanish with 
our tour guide and citizens 
of Montreal. Overall, I 
would highly recommend 
the trip to anyone interest-
ed in other cultures, histo-
ry, or having a good time! 
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Grace Campanille  
 
After a successful season, the 
Blue Devils football team 
defeated Millbrook at the 
homecoming game on the 
13th. The final score was 53-
25, marking a victory for the 
team. Looking back on the 
season so far, the team has 
stacked up 5 wins out of their 
7 total games. The boys are 
set to compete  with Tucka-
hoe in their sectional game. 
 
Recently, I spoke with senior 
team members Wilson 
Thorpe (#58) and Anthony 
Lombardo (#50). This will 
be their last season playing 
for Haldane and they shared 
their predictions for upcom-
ing players with big potential. 
 
“Two younger guys with big 
potential would definitely be 

Darrin Santos and Matt 
Champlin,” said Thorpe. 
“Overall our strongest play-
ers this year are Joey Di-
gregorio (#28), Sam 
Giachinta (#25), Brandon 
Twoguns (#11) and Will 
Westerhuis (#51).” Both 
young men were humble 
and didn’t name themselves 
in the strongest players list, 
although both are outstand-
ing members of the team. 
 
After our conversation 
about the players and physi-
cal buildup of the team, we 
began discussing the things 
that help inspire and moti-
vate the players. According 
to Lombardo, the atmos-
phere of the game plays a 
big part in team spirit, “The 
homecoming game is fun 
because you get to see eve-
ryone come out to support 

you, the Friday night lights 
and all that really motivate 
you.” Wilson then added, 
“McConville gives us 
speeches and talks before 
games that get us fired up; 
those really help.” Both 
players agreed that team 
bonding dinners bring them 
together and help pump 
them up for the upcoming 
game. 
 
On the topic of traditions, I 
asked if either of them had 
any pre-game traditions or 
good luck charms. Anthony 
replied, “I have a certain 
pair of socks I always wear; 
I put the right sock on the 
left foot and the left sock on 
the right foot.” Wilson did-
n’t have any traditions but 
told Anthony that his sock 
tradition was “savage.” 
 

This years season started off 
with a significant amount of 
wins, compared to last year 
which started rough and then 
came through with victories. 
I asked Thorpe about the 
differences between the pre-
vious season and the current 
one. I wondered if the out-
come of a game depended on 
the other team's qualities or 
the efforts of their team. 
Thorpe responded confident-
ly, “It comes down to our 
effort. We’ve won against 
teams way bigger than us, it's 
all about how hard we try 
and how we’ve prepared.” 
Some of the ways the team 
prepares is by watching films 
of their own previous games, 
watching opponents film of 
previous games, studying 
opponents strategies and 
formations, looking on 
google maps of the school 
they’ll be going to, practicing 
gameplay, and many other 
procedures on and off the 
field. 
 
Thorpe stated, “It takes a lot 
of intelligence to play foot-
ball and to prepare for games 
and a lot of people don’t 
understand that.” The effort 
and dedication to the team is 
clear and it's easy to see how 
hardworking each player is. 
Our school wishes them the 
best of luck in the sectionals. 
 
Special thanks to Wilson 
Thorpe and Anthony Lom-
bardo for participating in an 
interview. 

THE PROMISING FUTURE OF HALDANE FOOTBALL 

 OPPONENT  RESULT SCORE DATE 

HALDANE VS. Rye Neck  W 20-7  9/02  

HALDANE VS. Woodlands  L 24-34  9/09  

HALDANE VS. Onteora  W 40-18  9/16  

HALDANE VS. Livingston Manor  W 22-21  9/23  

HALDANE VS. Tuckahoe  L  12-22  9/28  

HALDANE VS. Eldred  W 40-7  10/6  

HALDANE VS. Millbrook  W 53-25  10/13  
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HOMECOMING WEEK 2017 

Natalie Sandick  
 
Homecoming Week is a time 
for students and teachers to 
show off their school spirit. 
The official day started on 
Friday October 6 and contin-
ued into the next week, start-
ing with pajama day. The 
days following included: twin 
day, theme day separated by 
grade, color wars, ending 
with blue and white day. At 
the beginning of the pep rally 
each grade presented their 
handmade float, a shopping 
cart that is decorated with 

each grade's theme. The fresh-
men theme was America, 
sophomores were celebrities, 
juniors were jungle and sen-
iors were surfing themed. 
Lastly each grade competed 
against one another with 
games including volleyball, 
frisbee, puzzle making, and 
more. 
 
Football’s homecoming game 
took place on Friday night 
under the lights, ending with a 
win against Millbrook 53-25. 
In addition, on Saturday the 

Varsity Boys Soccer lost 0-3 
vs. Irvington. The Varsity 
Girls Soccer lost 1-2 to Bea-
con but put up a strong fight. 
Varsity Volleyball lost as 
well, and Cross Country had 
a meet. All of these games 
and events lead up to the big 
night, the homecoming 
dance, a highly anticipated 
event of the Fall season. 
 
This year was the first year 
without a DJ, a playlist tak-
ing its place. Uniquely, there 
was a photo booth, capturing 
numerous great memories. 

Everyone dressed up and 
were dancing and mingling. 
 
This year there was a great 
amount of school spirit with 
nearly everyone participating 
and dressing up. Many stu-
dents and community mem-
bers attended the games, 
which truly shows how much 
school spirit Haldane has. 
This year some teams may 
have lost, but everyone on 
and off the field showed the 
true meaning of the Blue 
Devil spirit. 

THE WRITERS’ BLOCK 

Chrishel Mauricette  
Grace Campanile  
Mollie Altucher  

Laura Cosma  
Julie Geller  

Bridget Goldberg 
Anna Rowe  

Natalie Sandick  
Faculty Advisor: Ms. Linda 

Above: Boys Varsity Soccer; Below: Girls Varsity Soccer 

Below: Varsity Tennis 

Above: Pep Rally Senior Float 
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Laura Cosma  
 
Fashion is often talked about on 
TV, but not so much in everyday 
life. We brush it off as     some-
thing unimportant to our daily 
agendas. We are not celebrities. 
Is it not enough for us to show 
up to wherever we must? What 
difference would our clothing 
make if we are all here for the 
same reason? But then again, 
does how people perceive us 
affect our chances of survival? It 
all may seem so unfair. That 
someone would rather judge us 
based on the way we look and 
act rather than our intelligence 
and overall contribution to the 
world. But is that not what we, 
ourselves do as well? We judge 
people based on the way they 
present themselves rather than 
things that any “normal” person 
would consider as more im-
portant.  
 
A study done by the Journal of 
Hospitality and Tourism Re-
search show that waitresses who 
wore red, earned an average of 
26 percent more when men 
were tipping. Where else wom-
en tipped almost at a consistent 
amount, regardless of what the 
waitress was wearing. The wait-
resses were in no way showing 
any difference in behavior or 
skin coverage during this experi-
ment, which proves that people 
have a natural psychological re-
sponse to certain colors. And 
although some may find it outra-
geous, it is simply a fact of life. 
This makes me wonder: what 
other role does fashion play in 
our lives? 

DIY HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 
Grace Campanille  

Looking for ideas this Halloween season? Look no further!  

Wonder Woman 

Susie & Sam  

Eleven 

Spock 



JAMMIN ’  IN THE K ITCHEN WITH JULIE 
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Julie Geller  

Mini-Pumpkin Pies 

 

Today we will be making 
mini pumpkin pies! Perfect 
for a quick and delicious des-
sert that all of your Hallow-
een guest will love! 

 20 minute prep time 

 30 minute cook time 
(while it's cooking read 
the rest of The Blue Print) 

 
Ingredients  

 1 package of refrigerated 
and defrosted pie crusts 
(2 crusts) 

 1 can of pumpkin (15 
oz) 

 1 can of sweet con-
densed milk (14 oz) 

 2 eggs 

 1 tablespoon Pumpkin 
Spice 

 1 teaspoon Vanilla Ex-
tract 

 1 cup heavy cream 

 ¼ cup confectioners 
sugar 

 1 teaspoon vanilla ex-
tract 

 Candies of your choice 
for decorating (I chose 
chocolate chips) 

 
Instructions 
 
1.Preheat oven to 375oF. 
When making the mini 
pumpkin pies, unroll crusts 
on a lightly floured surface. 
Using a circle cutter, 3 ½ is 
preferred cut out 6 rounds 
from each crust totaling 12 in 
all. Reroll scraps as necessary 
and then press them into a 
muffin tray. Spray the muffin 
tray first so that they do not 

stick to the pan. Set these 
aside for later use. 
 
2.Mix pumpkin, milk eggs, 
pumpkin spice, and vanilla in 
a large bowl until smooth. 
Do not over mix. Once the 
ingredients are incorporated, 
do not mix anymore. Pour 
into crusts, almost to the top, 
but make sure there are 
enough for all of the pies. 
(there are 12) 
 
3.Bake for 25-30 minutes or 
until the filling is set. While 
the mini pies are cooking, 
read the rest of the blueprint. 
If you put a toothpick in the 
middle, it should come out 
clean. Take out and let cool. 
 
4.For the vanilla whipped 
cream, beat cream, confec-
tioners’ sugar and vanilla in a 
medium bowl with an elec-
tric mixer, or with a whisk. 
Beat until they have stiff 
peaks meaning if you open 
the mixer, or you hold the 
whisk upside down it will be 
in a peak form and will not 
drip. 
 
5. Decorate the mini pump-
kin pies. I decorated mine 
with mini chocolate chips for 
it to look like a jack-o-
lantern. Decorate as desired 
and have fun! 
 

The crust was flaky, the 

flavor was delicious!   

- Natalie Sandick 

From the very first bite, 

I loved it! - Anna Rowe 

I loved it and I’m not 

even a fan of pumpkin 

pie! - Bridget Goldberg 

I would eat it again. 

—Laura Cosma 


